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P: O Israel, hope in the Lord from this time forth and forevermore.
ALL: GLORY BE TO THE FATHER, AND TO THE SON, AND TO
THE HOLY SPIRIT; AS IT WAS IN THE BEGINNING, IS NOW,
AND WILL BE FOREVER. AMEN.

THE COLLECT

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

P: We thank You, Heavenly Father for all that You have done and
continue to do for us. Especially do we thank You that You have
provided for us our everlasting salvation and eternal life through
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Empower us by Your Spirit to tell of Your
great works to one another. Bless all of our Sunday School
teachers and their teachers, so that through them and the Word
which they share, the people in our church and community may
grow in their relationship with You and with one another. We pray
this in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
C: Amen.

THE CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

OLD TESTAMENT – Proverbs 25:2-10 ESV

Prelude, Bells
OPENING HYMN – LSB #861 “Christ be My Leader”
WELCOME
THE INVOCATION

P: Friends in Christ, let us draw near with a true heart and confess
our sins to God, our Father, asking Him in the name of our Lord
to grant us forgiveness.
C: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful
and unclean. We have sinned against You by thought, word,
and deed. In Your great love for us, forgive us our sin. Give
us power to delight in Your will and to live according to Your
desires. We ask this in the name of Jesus through whom we
are Your people. Amen.
P: Upon this your confession, I, as a called and ordained servant of
the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you, and in the
stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.

PSALM 131
P: O Lord, my heart is not lifted up; my eyes are not raised too high;
C: I do not occupy myself with things too great and too
marvelous for me.
P: But I have calmed and quieted my soul
C: like a weaned child with its mother; like a weaned child is my
soul within me.

It is the glory of God to conceal things, but the glory of kings is
to search things out. 3 As the heavens for height, and the earth for
depth, so the heart of kings is unsearchable. 4 Take away the
dross from the silver, and the smith has material for a vessel; 5 take
away the wicked from the presence of the king, and his throne will
be established in righteousness. 6 Do not put yourself forward in
the king's presence or stand in the place of the great, 7 for it is
better to be told, “Come up here,” than to be put lower in the
presence of a noble. What your eyes have seen 8 do not hastily
bring into court, for what will you do in the end, when your neighbor
puts you to shame? 9 Argue your case with your neighbor himself,
and do not reveal another's secret, 10 lest he who hears you bring
shame upon you, and your ill repute have no end.

EPISTLE – Hebrews 13:1-17 ESV
Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not neglect to show hospitality to
strangers, for thereby some have entertained angels unawares. 3
Remember those who are in prison, as though in prison with them,
and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body. 4 Let
marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be
undefiled, for God will judge the sexually immoral and
adulterous. 5 Keep your life free from love of money, and be
content with what you have, for he has said, “I will never leave you
nor forsake you.” 6 So we can confidently say, “The Lord is my
helper; I will not fear; what can man do to me?” 7 Remember your

leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ
is the same yesterday and today and forever. 9 Do not be led away
by diverse and strange teachings, for it is good for the heart to be
strengthened by grace, not by foods, which have not benefited
those devoted to them. 10 We have an altar from which those who
serve the tent have no right to eat. 11 For the bodies of those
animals whose blood is brought into the holy places by the high
priest as a sacrifice for sin are burned outside the camp. 12 So
Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the
people through his own blood. 13 Therefore let us go to him outside
the camp and bear the reproach he endured. 14 For here we have
no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come. 15 Through him
then let us continually offer up a sacrifice of praise to God, that
is, the fruit of lips that acknowledge his name. 16 Do not neglect to
do good and to share what you have, for such sacrifices are
pleasing to God. 17 Obey your leaders and submit to them, for they
are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will have to give
an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for
that would be of no advantage to you.

GOSPEL – Luke 14:1-14 ESV
One Sabbath, when he went to dine at the house of a ruler of the
Pharisees, they were watching him carefully. 2 And behold, there
was a man before him who had dropsy. 3 And Jesus responded
to the lawyers and Pharisees, saying, “Is it lawful to heal on the
Sabbath, or not?” 4 But they remained silent. Then he took him
and healed him and sent him away. 5 And he said to them, “Which
of you, having a son or an ox that has fallen into a well on a
Sabbath day, will not immediately pull him out?” 6 And they could
not reply to these things. 7 Now he told a parable to those who
were invited, when he noticed how they chose the places of honor,
saying to them, 8 “When you are invited by someone to a wedding
feast, do not sit down in a place of honor, lest someone more
distinguished than you be invited by him, 9 and he who invited you
both will come and say to you, ‘Give your place to this person,’ and
then you will begin with shame to take the lowest place. 10 But
when you are invited, go and sit in the lowest place, so that when
your host comes he may say to you, ‘Friend, move up higher.’
Then you will be honored in the presence of all who sit at table with
you. 11 For everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he
who humbles himself will be exalted.” 12 He said also to the man
who had invited him, “When you give a dinner or a banquet, do not

invite your friends or your brothers or your relatives or rich
neighbors, lest they also invite you in return and you be
repaid. 13 But when you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled,
the lame, the blind, 14 and you will be blessed, because they cannot
repay you. For you will be repaid at the resurrection of the just.”

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
HYMN – LSB #862 “O Blest the House”
SERMON
THE APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived
by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From
thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Holy Christian Church the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of
the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

OFFERING (Hymn will be sung during the offering)
OFFERING HYMN - LSB # 740 “I Am Jesus Little Lamb”
THE PLACING OF FELC CHURCH TEACHING STAFF
(All our teachers may come before the altar)
P: Friends in Christ. Guided by the Spirit of God, we, the people of
God in this place, have chosen you to lead the children, youth, and
adults of this congregation in their study of the Scriptures for their
mutual edification and their preparation for service in our church
and in the world. We have place upon you a high honor and an
awesome responsibility. We pledge to you our full support and our
sincere prayers as you undertake this noble service. May God be
with you in your private devotions, your personal study of the Word,
and your growth in understanding and skills through meetings with
your fellow teachers. May the Spirit bless in full measure your
service among us.

INSTALLATION OF FELC TEACHERS
P: The almighty and most merciful God, our heavenly Father,
enlighten and strengthen you in your office that through you and

your guidance the people of God may grow in their faith and life,
and that many of those who do not know God may be drawn by
the Spirit into His fellowship.
(All workers may return to their places.)

REDEDICATION OF IGLLS TEACHERS
(All our commissioned teachers and other
IGLLS teachers may come to the altar rail)
P: Dear (brothers) and sisters in Christ, you have been called by God
and this congregation of First English Lutheran Church to serve as
parochial school teacher for Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School
and the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. It is a great work to
which our heavenly Father as called you with great joy. This office
of ministry has been established in love by the Church to support
the office of the Holy Ministry and to assist in strengthening
Christian fathers and mothers in their God-given responsibility to
bring up their children in the nurture and instruction of the Lord.
You have prepared yourselves approved by God by prayer and
study of God’s Word to be an example to God’s flock as you
declare yourselves ready to undertake this sacred responsibility
and public trust of teaching and training children in the faith.
Hear the Word of God:
Colossians 3:15-17, “And let the peace of Christ rule in your
hearts, to which indeed you were called in one body. And be
thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly, teaching and
admonishing one another in all wisdom, singing psalms and
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness in your hearts to
God. And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in
the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father
through him.”
Beloved in the Lord, You are to assist the pastor(s) of this
congregation — the minister(s) of Word and Sacrament — in the
instruction of God’s people according to His holy Word. You are
to prepare yourselves daily for this work by your individual and
corporate study of the Word of God and the faith drawn from it as
it has been delivered to us in the Small Catechism.
While wholeness of life and obedience to Christ are expected of all
members of the congregation, it is especially important that you

show yourselves approved through your faithful devotion to God
and His Church.
So, in the presence of God and this congregation, I therefore ask
you: Do you accept the position of parochial school teacher that
has been entrusted to you — and do you promise to faithfully carry
out your duties at Iowa Great Lakes Lutheran School in
accordance to the faith of the Evangelical Lutheran Church? If so,
answer: I do.
(Pastor address the congregation)
P: May the congregation please rise. Beloved in the Lord, you have
heard the promises of the faithfulness spoken by these
professional school teachers. Do you promise to support their
ministry? Do you promise to support their work by remembering
them in your prayers — by working joyfully with them — and by
helping them be the best they can be according to the gifts God
has given you. Do you promise to uplift and encourage them so
that do not grow weary in their tasks. If so, then answer: We do.
C: We do.
P: So, I now ask the teachers to rededicate themselves to their calling
as you embark on the tasks of this new school year, in the name
of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: The almighty and most merciful God enlighten your understanding
and strengthen you in service that you may be good and faithful
teachers and leaders to the glory of God’s most holy name.
C: Amen.
P: Let us pray. O Lord, grant to these your people the gift of wisdom
and discretion, kindness and tenderness—so that they may
effectively teach and guide the children to whom they have been
given to train. Grant them a willingness to learn. And, let the
knowledge of Your Word be preserved and extended among us so
that all may know You and praise Your name—now and for all
eternity; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C: Amen.
P: So go now in the name of the Lord. Be steadfast, immovable —
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that in the Lord
your labor is not in vain. The almighty and most merciful God, the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit bless and preserve you.
C: Amen.
(IGLLS teachers may return to their places.)

THE PRAYERS
P: Children are precious gifts of God entrusted to our care. Those of
us who are parents have been given the primary responsibility to
bring up our children in the nurture and disciple of the Lord. We
pledge our support to the parents of this congregation as we pray:
Lord God, you have given us the responsibility for the Christian
education of our children. Give us a rich measure of your Spirit
that we may nurture them in your Word, and equip them to live as
your people in this world. For this purpose, help us as parents to
continue in your Word, to teach it diligently to our family, and to
work together with our fellow believers in nurturing all the people
of this congregation. We ask this in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.
P: All of us—young and old—are encouraged by Jesus Himself to
continue to grow in the Word throughout our lives. For that
purpose, we offer study groups for people of all ages. We ask God
to bless us all as we gather together for growth in God’s grace
through our study and discussion of his Word to us.
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Heavenly Father, we thank You that through your Word You
continue to reveal to us Your will and lead us into all truth. Give
us a stronger desire to grow in Your Word within the fellowship of
all believers. Bless all of the study groups within this congregation
so that they may enable us all to grow in our faith and life, and to
reach out to those who may not know You now. We ask this in the
name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior.
C: Amen.
P: We pray also for those among us who are in need of your comfort
and aid. Restore to health all who are sick, or shut-in, or
hospitalized; especially... Grant them strength by the promises of
your Word, uplift the oppressed, lonely, and despairing among us.
C: Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER
THE BENEDICTION
CLOSING HYMN - LSB #864 vs 1-4 “Shepherd of Tender Youth”
ANNOUNCEMENTS AND POSTLUDE
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