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God is good ALL the time!
Dear Friends and Family of FELC, warm Greetings in Christ!

As we continue to maneuver through these challenging times in our nation
and the world, I thought it would be of value to send a note to encourage you.
With each passing day, we are confronted with higher
prices on every hand. Gas and fuel prices have
impacted every one of us in ways we could not have
predicted unless we experienced it first-hand. We
seem to be “turning the corner” as far as the
pandemic is concerned, but now we are dealing with
unprecedented inflation. Yet, as believers in the God
who created all things and controls them, we must
remember what God says about Himself—God is
good ALL the time!

The Prophet Isaiah shared these thoughts during a difficult stretch of time.
God had, in fact, abandoned the children of Israel because of His burning
anger—because the people of God had turned to false gods and had fallen
into disobedient lifestyles. In the midst of God’s anger and judgment things
got very difficult. The people grieved and some even turned back to the Lord.
Listen to God’s words from Isaiah 54:7-10, “‘For a brief moment I deserted
you, but with great compassion I will gather you. 8 In overflowing anger
for a moment I hid my face from you, but with everlasting love I will
have compassion on you,” says the Lord, your Redeemer. 9 “This is
like the days of Noah to me: as I swore that the waters of Noah should
no more go over the earth, so I have sworn that I will not be angry with
you, and will not rebuke you. 10 For the mountains may depart and the
hills be removed, but my steadfast love shall not depart from you,
and my covenant of peace shall not be removed,” says the Lord, who
has compassion on you.
I want to encourage you to stay “laser-focused” on the Lord as the one who
meets and supplies our needs. God is good ALL THE TIME. Even in times
of stress and rebuke — God is good ALL the time! Even in times of trail and
pain — God is good ALL the time! Though we deserve God’s wrath, He
says, “so I have sworn that I will not be angry with you, and will not
rebuke you.” But, just because God’s mercies are great and new every
morning, we must also not take advantage of His grace. We must remember
WHO He is and WHAT He does. Keep Him first in our giving, serving, and
living! If there's ever a time the enemy would love to divide God’s church, it's
now, but we don't have to succumb to his schemes.
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Jesus never promised that we wouldn't have any hard times or difficult situations to
go through, but He DID promise that He would walk with us! “I have told you
these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world” (John 16:33).
Another scripture that helps me to stay focused in the midst of times like these is
Matthew 6:33, “But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all
these things will be given to you as well.”
Remember, it is during the darkest and most challenging times in world history that God’s gospel light shines
the brightest. It may seem a dim light to you and to the world, but God is good. His light still shines and can
NEVER be put out. It might seem like a “little light,” but what a difference YOU and JESUS make! God is good
ALL the time. Blessings in Christ!

In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Paul Kaldahl

Topic—Monday, August 29th at 1:30 p.m.
Topic, Page 18, Summer Quarterly, “In The Father’s Arms”

Thursday, September 1st —
9:30 Esther & Naomi Guild at FELC

Hostess—Shirley Roghair
Topic— Shirley Roghair
Roll Call - What is your favorite tree leaf?

6:30 Sarah Guild at FELC
Co-Hostesses—Marlena Langner & Nancy Tommeraasen
Topic—Karen Wee

Sunday, September 25th — 9:00 a.m. Lydia Guild, Church Library
Bring your creative ideas for service projects and Bible studies for the coming year.
Devotion—”You Look Like Your Father”

Week

Attendance
Early

Late

Communion
Total

Early

104

Aug. 7

121

64

185

Aug. 14

102

62

164

Aug. 21

118

79

197

Aug. 28

120

75

195

Offering

Sunday School
Kids/Adults

Late

Total

(Regular & Electronic)

52

156

$ 9,835.68

/ 45

$

$ 5,514.78

11 / 44

$

1.00

9 / 57

$

1.00

$

0.00

——
91

Pray for Young Women

66

157

——Page 2

$9,311.46
$

/

SS Offering
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Iowa Lutheran School Tuition Organization (ILSTO)
September Update by Dewey Torkelson, ILSTO Program Manager
•ILSTO now gives a 75% Iowa tax credit. Total STO tax credits increased to $20

million in 2022.

•Over 700 Lutheran students were awarded $765,000 this spring and summer in

tuition assistance for the 2022-2023 school year at our Iowa Lutheran elementary
and secondary schools.
•ILSTO’s donations increased from $715,285 in 2020 to $814,860 in 2021.
•The Goal for 2022 is $1,050,000! ILSTO is currently at 17% of our goal for 2022.

Please consider a donation at this time.
Please take this message to your friends, family and congregation to be sure that Lutheran students receive the maximum
amount set by law. Donations in 2021 ranged from $100 to $90,000 as many faithful donors saw the tax advantages of the
STO as a way to benefit Lutheran parochial school students and families across the state of Iowa.
The need is great. If you pay Iowa taxes, consider making a donation to the ILSTO to help students in Iowa attend a
Lutheran elementary or Lutheran high school. Donors receive a 75% tax credit on their Iowa tax return and a Federal
itemized deduction. Please consult your tax preparer for the impact on your tax situation.
Donations may be RMD, cash, stock or even grain. Individuals, estates, as well as C, S and LLC corporations who pay
Iowa tax are eligible for tax credits.
For details, contact Dewey Torkelson at 712-260-2991 or deweytorkelson@gmail.com. To access a donor form, go online
at www.iowalutheransto.com.

Operation Barnabas
A day of remembrance of which some may not be familiar is "Patriot Day.' This special
day is set aside each year on September 11 to remember the terrible events of 2001
when the United States was attacked by Islamic jihadists who hijacked commercial
airliners filled with unsuspecting passengers and flew them into the twin towers of the
World Trade Center in New York City, the Pentagon in Virginia, and attempted to fly
another aircraft either into the Capitol or the White House in Washington. Our nation was
changed forever following that day. Not since the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor in 1941
have so many Americans perished as in that one act of brutality on September 11, 2001.
One very impressive gesture to help us remember that day came about when some 8 tons of mangled steel
from the collapsed World Trade towers were reclaimed and reused in the forging and building of the new U.S.S.
New York, a surface attack vessel of the United States Navy. A picture of the beautiful and powerful ship is
included below. With a crew of over 400 Sailors and Marines, the U.S.S. New York is capable of being deployed
anywhere in the world.
We, as Lutheran Christians, have a soft spot in our hearts for our armed forces. The LCMS has a long history
of providing chaplains to serve the spiritual needs of the men and women in our armed forces. The Ministry to the
Armed Forces of the LCMS is always looking for those who may consider serving as a chaplain in our military.
We are very mindful that the world is full of false and dangerous ideologies and religions. Thus, we understand
the difficult and oftentimes painful reality that we must have strong, well-trained, and well-equipped armed forces.
We remember in our prayers our loved ones, friends, neighbors, and those we do not know who serve in harm's
way around the globe in our armed forces. This is a manifestation of the fallen, sinful creation for which our Lord
Jesus Christ died and rose again.
We remember that fateful Tuesday morning in 2001. Let us fly our flags
on September 11 and speak a prayer on behalf of all those who serve in
our armed forces, their families, our nation, and the Lord's church. Enjoy
the picture of this impressive ship, the new U.S.S. New York, as we
remember how it came into being.
Rev. Dr. Keith Schweitzer (Sergeant, United States Army) My contact
information: keithlcms@gmail.com or 641-745-5143 Immanuel Lutheran
Church, Greenfield, Iowa
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Church Council Minutes
Thursday, August 18, 2022
7:00 p.m.

Members Present: Ken Chalstrom, Jerry Enderton, Kelly Hartmann, Janet Iedema, Doug Kading, Ranae Kehoe, Corey Langner and
Leonard Langner. Guests were Jody Schendel and Victoria Richardson from Board of Youth.
Opening Prayer and devotions led by Pastor Kaldahl at 7:04 p.m. Pastor shared from the book of Ruth. There was a famine in Bethlehem
so Ruth decided to go to Moab. Her husband and 2 sons had died, so she and her 2 daughters-in-law, who had come to faith, decided to go
back to Bethlehem. Things had come full circle for Ruth, she left empty and she was very bitter. God had a purpose in her journey and a
plan in the midst of suffering. We, too, need to step back and realize how the Lord blesses us. There are so many layers beyond what we
can see, it may be 300 years down the road but whatever we do now will be touching future generations.
Approve Agenda – A change was made to Agenda to move Board of Youth report to just after Treasurer’s report so guests could leave after
that discussion. Motion was made by Kelly Hartmann and Seconded by Jerry Enderton to accept the agenda as changed. Motion carried.
Secretary’s Report – Minutes from July 21, 2022 meeting – Motion to approve Secretary’s report by Corey Langner.
The motion was seconded by Janet Iedema. Motion carried.
Treasurer’s Report – In Tom Roti’s absence, Ken Chalstrom gave the report.
General Fund
at 8/17/2022
Preschool Fund
at 8/17/2022
Ck. Book Balance
$ 26,982.54
Ck. Book Balance
$ 57,822.26
Dedicated Funds
$ 16,784.60
Dedicated Funds
$ 102,856.06
Estate Gifts
$
548.66
LCMS Foundation Endowment $ 75,000.00
Claim Account
$ 16,900.11
Debt Retirement Fund at 8/17/2022 Ck. Book Balance
•
•
•
•

$ 33,760.46

LCEF Loan Balance $ 702,139.42

Ken Chalstrom suggested that instead of paying $9000 towards the LCEF Loan balance, that we only make the original payment of
about $6,000. Motion was made by Jerry Enderton and seconded by Corey Langer to just make the original LCEF loan payment.
Motion carried.
Note from Julie: We had another $5,528.74 deposited into the claims account for errors corrected on the furnishings that were destroyed.
In the original payment errors were made by the insurance company in the values that were placed on a few items.
Motion to approve the Treasurer’s report was made by Doug Kading and it was Seconded by Kelly Hartmann. Motion carried.
Approve Bills: none

Youth Ministry Team: Janet Iedema
• Pastor is currently teaching Sunday night topics for youth ministry (grades 6-12).
• Aug topics include, Back to school, Living a Christian Life (Aug 7- had 19 youth, Root Beer floats offered), Bullying (Aug 14- had 7
youth), Social Media (Aug 21) and Anxiety will be led by Michael and Sarah Popp and, Fear of Missing Out (Aug 28)
• The Bd of Youth visited w/ Lori Gamble about leading youth ministry. Lori would be interested in taking an interim position as a lead of
the youth ministry. Bd of Youth would like to make a proposal for mileage compensation for Lori of $2800.00 which would cover
approx $1/mile and 1 trip from lakes area to Spencer every week. Interested in moving youth ministry back to Wed evenings by the end
of September. Their proposal will be taken to the Board of Elders and will be discussed at September Church Council meeting.
• Ushering concerns – Communion Sundays, usher training, head usher appointment, assigning an adult usher to youth Sundays. Ken
Chalstrom will find someone for the Head Usher position to train youth.
• Long term plan to fill the DCE position?? Elders are considering a Vicar, Deaconess or DCE internship which could cost $50-60,000
annually.
IGLLS Board Report: Leonard Langner
• 91 students
• Mulch has been ordered to fill playground
• Amperage Inc fundraising has been delayed due to personnel changes.
New Horizons: Doug Kading
• No report
Board of Elders: Jerry Enderton
• Elders present Jerry Enderton, Doug Kading, Keith McCloud, Michael Schauer, and Heath Staedtler
• Approved payment of bills
• Inactive members list was updated
• Staff health plan was discussed, staying with Plan A
• Vicarage student/Deaconess – motion was made for Church Council to consider a Vicar or Deaconess intern to begin June 1, 2023 with
application process completed by March 1, 2023.
• Doug Kading will work with Altar Guild on Acolyte training.
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Board of Trustees: Jeff Chalstrom/Tom Miller
• Reviewed and approved bills.
• Lights behind stained glass window have been changed, now we’re just waiting for lights to replace spotlights that shine on the altar.
KW Electric said they would be sending information on the replacements for approval.
• The window blinds for the offices have been ordered for about 45 days and should be arriving soon. Steffen Furniture will be installing
them when they come in, this is part of the insurance claim.
• We found two swivel rocker chairs to replace the two in Pastors office that were damaged from the roof leak.
• We are in the process of interviewing applicants for the part time custodian; we hope to make a decision soon.
• We are looking for new members to join the Trustees.
Preschool Board: Corey Langner
• Next year’s registration is currently (31) 3-year-olds and (13) ½ day and (11) full day 4-year-olds.
• Night will be August 18th. School will start on August 24th with at home visits being completed beforehand.
• Endowment Fund was funded with $75,000 from the Unrau gift. The endowment fund is through New Horizons and invested through
LCEF.
• There has been no news on the new bus since March.
• The “good” old bus has a hole in the air tank for the air brakes. We decided to have it completely looked over by Fox International and
have the air tank fixed. We need to have a bus for the start of school. The “bad” old bus is unusable.
• Kasen Meyer has agreed to be the bus driver for this year and Trevor will be the backup driver.
• Classroom supplies have been ordered. The clubhouse on the playground has been cleaned and stained and the kids “bus” on the
playground will be repainted and fixed for the new year. The pea rocks will be tilled before the start of school.
• The preschool conference from Iowa District West will be Aug.12 in Des Moines. Pastor will also be attending this year.
• We will be reviewing a new software system that will help with registration, finances with tuition and lunch money, communication
with parents, and daily check in for students. The software is called Brightwheel.
• Next meeting will be August 1.
Board of Education: Kelly Hartmann
• Met with Pastor and discussed plans for the fall term of Sunday School. Sunday School will officially start the 25th of September. The
curriculum we have been using is the Enduring Faith series from Concordia Publishing House. It is a 3-year program with each year
having 3 units (14 lessons per unit). This fall, we will be in the final unit of the 3rd year (which is Unit 9). We will be restarting with
Year 1 upon completion of Unit 9.
• We discussed how we might fill the vacancy for the high school class with Bonnie now having retired. We reviewed what has been
observed with the group for the last couple of weeks. 3 options exist. 1) Find someone willing to lead the class. 2) Have the class join
the adults for Bible Study in the Fellowship Hall. 3) Merge the grades 6-8 with 9-12.
• We also discussed what might be the right direction to add members to the Board of Education and what elements are needed to be
effective in the board's continued 3-part focus (Sunday School, Vacation Bible School, and the Children's Christmas Program).
• Looking forward in the calendar, we'll begin preparations for the children's Christmas Program, the budget for the coming year, and the
presentation of the re-write of the board's duties to the church at the Fall Voters Meeting.
• Pastor would like to see a couple members added to this board.
Board of Christian Life & Outreach:
• Pastor reported they do have plans through the end of the year.
• Ken will be attending their meeting to give the 3 members support and will be helping find a chairperson.
Old Business:
1. Church Finances – should be doing okay by the end of September.
New Business:
1. Boards & Chairs – discussed at the time of board reports.
2. 2023 Budget Reports will be handed out for individual boards September meeting to be completed by October to bring budget to
October 30 Voter’s meeting.
Good to the Order/General Discussion
Set agenda for next meeting – September 15, 2022
Meeting adjourned by Ken Chalstrom at 7:57 p.m. due to impending bad weather. Closed with the Lord’s Prayer
Respectfully submitted,
Ranae Kehoe
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Sept 1 Ryan Freeman
Sept 2 Makenzie Dallman
Sept 3 Henley Allison
Renate Evans
Ryan Frankenstein
Steve Kladstrup
Donna Nordman
Sept. 4 Kevin Klein
Sept 5 Diane Higgins
Sept 6 Hilary Becker
Sept 7 Joan Kimball
Sept 9 Emersyn Baccam
Aris Rettig
Abby Schauer
Sept 10 Phil Bieber
Jennifer Essick
Clayton Fletcher
Phon (May) Lo
Craig Von Ehwegen

Sept 11 Loretta Bendlin
Karen Rutter
Sept 12 Dwight Abel
Dave Laubenthal
Sept 13 Lowell Carlson
Sept 14 Larry Westphal
Sept 15 Louise Vogt
Sept 16 Parker Bergstadt
Shawn Caven
Steve Hallgren
Tara Nighswonger
Tabatha Peterson
Zarah Zahrt
Sept 19 Heidi Hartmann
Sept 20 Julie Carstens
Mary Harleman

Sept 21 Jacob Hargens
Marvin Rossiter
Sept 22 Tess Brant
Lisa Claus
Dave Potratz
Joe Schendel
Sept 24 Ken Chalstrom
Sept 26 Bonnie Ewoldt
Pam Polson
Don Tillis
Sept 28 Dakota Bartley
Kelly Hartmann
Denise Norris
Sept 29 Rosa Lee Enderton
Kirby Fields
Sept 30 Ava Avery
Carver Wempe
Trisha Wempe
Colton Wilinski

Sept 2

Kashia & Brook
Nolin

Sept 11 Brian & Veronica
Stickrod

Sept 21 Kelly & Pam
Polson

Sept 4

Keith & Audra
Echtenkamp

Sept 18 Tim & LeAnne
Hamrick

Sept 22 Gregg & Kris
Allen

Sept 11 Clarence & Joann
Gaudian

Sept 19 Ken & Deb
Essick

Sept 23 Shane & Tess
Brant

Sept 11 Darwin & Susan
Hoeppner

Sept 21 Adam & Carly
Laubenthal

Sept 24 Dwight & Deb
Abel

Sept 11 Brandon & Dana
Lowder

Sept 25 Tony & Sarah
Kladstrup
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