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The Most Pivotal Figure in Human History

Dear friends and family of FELC, grace and peace to you as we enter the holy season of
Lent. Every year we journey with Jesus to Calvary and witness His suffering, death, and
resurrection. Jesus is the center of our lives. He is the Son of the Living God, our Savior,
and truly the most pivotal figure in human history. His life is so significant that the entire
world measures time by His coming: B.C. (Before Christ) and A.D. (Anno Domini—"“In the
year of our Lord”). Even those who do not follow Him cannot escape the imprint Jesus has
left on the world.

No one else is able to save sinful, fall humans!
No one has shaped civilization more profoundly.
No one has transformed more lives.

No one has brought more hope to the human story.

The apostle Paul writes, “For in Him all things were created... and in Him all things hold
together” (Colossians 1:16-17). Jesus is not merely a historical figure—He is the One
through whom history itself finds meaning and through which “all things hold together”.
Without Jesus everything falls apart. That is why our world suffers as it does. In our world,
the kingdom of darkness and sin reign because this is also, where people live without Jesus.
But, Jesus isn’t difficult to find.

Martin Luther once said, “If you want to know God, look to the manger and the cross.” In
other words, Jesus reveals the very essence of God—His compassion, His humility, His
sacrificial love—by taking on human flesh and blood in order to save human flesh and
blood sinners, like us!

During this season of Lent, we also remember our fellowship. We are the body of Christ
and have a responsibility to encourage, uplift, and worship with each other. Together we
receive Christ’s body and blood because we are the body of Christ, who lives in us. Take
time to greet one another. Reach out. Welcome guests. Christ is glad that you are here to
worship with His family. Lent invites us to slow down, reflect, and remember that Jesus
stepped into our world not as an idea or a philosophy, but as a living, breathing Savior, who
came to redeem and restore.

C.S. Lewis captured this beautifully when he wrote, “Christianity, if false, is of no
importance—and if true, of infinite importance.” Lent reminds us that Jesus is indeed of
infinite importance—and His love is for you.

The promises of scripture weaves Christ’s influence into the fabric of our world: Hospitals,
orphanages, and universities were birthed from His teachings. Concepts like human dignity,
compassion, and equality trace their roots to His words. Countless works of art, music,
literature, and architecture exist because of Him. And most importantly, millions upon
millions have found forgiveness, hope, and new life in His name.

As we continue in this sacred season, may this Lent draw you closer to the One who
changed history—and continues to change hearts.

Thoughtful Discussion Questions:

When you consider that the world measures time by the life of Jesus, what does that say
about His impact?

How has Jesus personally shaped your story or worldview?

Which teachings of Jesus do you think have most influenced society today?

What does it mean to you that Jesus is not just a historical figure, but a living Savior?
How might you use this Lenten season to draw closer to Christ in a meaningful way?

In Christ’s Service,
Pastor Kaldahl
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Lenten, Holy Week & Easter Services & Designated Offerings

Ash Wednesday, Offering to lowa Great Lakes Lutheran School
Mid Lent ll, Offering to Lutheran Family Service
Mid Lent Ill, Wednesday, March 4 —6:00 p.m. Offering to Concordia University
Mid Lent IV, Wednesday, March 11 — 6:00 p.m. Offering to Mission Central
Mid Lent V, Wednesday, March 18 —6:00 pm Offering to Lutherans for Life
Mid Lent VI, Wednesday, March 25 —6:00 pm Offering to the Local Care Fund
Maundy Thursday April 2nd

— 7:30 p.m. w/ Holy Communion Offering to Camp Okoboji

Good Friday, April 3rd — 7:30 pm Offering to 1% English Christian Preschool

Easter Sunday, April 5th — Easter Festival at 6:00, 8:00 & 10:45 a.m. w/ Holy Communion
Offering to General Fund

Mid-Lent Services will be livestreamed through our website at www.spencer-church.com.

£ Sunday March 29th is Unity Sunday—Palm Sunday

A 8:30 Fellowship 9:00 Sunday School & Bible Class
J‘((»S/’/,-” iy el 10:00 Divine Worship w/ Communion  11:30 Congregational Potluck Dinner
—-‘k‘(\"’(—:i—;-
The Ladies’ Morning Bible Class will resume Come Sing with Us for Holy Week & Easter— Lisa
Wednesday, March 187, at 9:30 in the Confirmation Meyer will be directing our church choir, accompanied
Room. We will continue our study of the book, “Will by Kristin Kaldahl for this special time of year. Please
the Real Jesus Please Stand Up?”, beginning with join us on Wednesday evenings at 7:00 p.m.
Chapter 6 titled, “National Patriots.” Newcomers are beginning March 4™. We will be working on music to
welcome. Books can be ordered through CPH or enhance our worship during Holy Week & on Easter
Amazon. Contact Bonnie Ewoldt at 712-330-5255 Sunday. If you have questions, please contact Lisa
with questions. Sign-up in the Opportunity Corner. Meyer.
Welcoming New Members to Our Prayer Chain is a Friends & Fellowship — We had so
meaningful way to strengthen the spiritual support of much fun in  February that we are doing y
our church family. If you are interested in joining the this again. Sunday, March 15th, 2:00- A, o -
prayer chain to lift up our church family in times of 4:00 in the Fellowship Hall. All ages . ﬂ
need or if you have a prayer request, please reach out welcome! Please bring a board game .
to the church office at 712-262-5598. The prayers are and snack to share as well as your own
sent out by text message to all participants, so you do beverage. Sponsored by the Board of Christian Life
not have to call and pass on the request. and Outreach.

Discipleship

Week Attendance Communion Offering Sunday School

Early Late Total Early Late Total (Reqular & Electronic) Kids/Adults SS Offering
Feb. 1 112 80 192 97 63 160 8 / $ 0.00
Feb. 8 121 65 186  — 7 /142 $ 0.00
Feb. 15 123 80 203 106 55 161 / $ 0.00
Feb. 22 148 70 210 e 7/ $ 1.00
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' But now faith, hope,
| love, abide these
i three; but the

greatest of these is
| love.

1 Corinthians 13:13

Wednesday Nights: High School Grades 9-12
7:30-8:45pm during Lent, come at 7pm if you are singing with the choir

Wed Mar 4 - Led by Wendy Rees & Laura Hallgren, as time allows after
serving/cleaning up meal

Wed Mar 11- Led by Wendy Rees & Laura Hallgren

Wed Mar 18 - Led by Wendy Rees & Janet ledema

Wed Mar 25 - Led by Wendy Rees, game night with confirmation students

Youth Usher Dates/Times
e Sun March 15 @ 8:00am **help serve/clean up coffee/donuts
e Wed March 18 @ 6:00pm

* %k %

Combined LYF/JLYF Activity (6-12th)

=> help serve mid-week Lenten
supper on 3/4
9 sign-up through Band

=>» Prayer, Praise, Pickleball,
Pizza on 3/8
4 5-7pm

Stay informed with BAND:

-> download the BAND app
from your phone’s app
store

-> join the FELC Youth
group for future
communications
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Preschool Celebration Sunday March 8th
Omelet Breakfast Fundraiser 9:00 3.m.—12:30 p.m.
Your fee-will offering is appreciated!

FIEST ENGLISH CHEISTIAN

PRESCHOOL 10:45 a.m. Preschool Celebration Worship Service
1 1
4T GLET. Growing In Faith Together
THEME Snack Provided By
March 4 Crazy Hair Night—Make your hair look silly Teddy Grahams, Yogurt, Juice Amanda Guerttman
March 11 Spring Break Celebration Wear Flowery / Bright Colors  TBD Lindy Hornby

March 18 No GIFT—Spring Break
March 25 Graduation Night—Wear a Hat to Celebrate

MEALS

March 4th Lenten Meal after the Mid Lent service Soups, Hot Ham & Cheese Sandwiches
March 11th Lenten Meal after the Mid Lent service TBD

March 25th  Pizza Party following the Mid Lent service at 6:00 p.m.
Parents are invited to join the GIFT students for pizza.
Please RSVP to the church office by March 20th. 712-262-5598 or felc5598@gmail.com

Confirmation Chaperones—Wednesdays 7:15 to 8:45 pm

Date Parents Elder
March 4 Laura Hallgren, Julie Chalstrom
March 11 Kim Caven, Julie Chalstrom

March 19 No Class—Spring Break
March 26 Game Night—No Chaperones Needed

R

Luthcran Womcn's Topic—2025 Winter Quarterly p. 22 Esther — A Faithful Woman of God

. Meetings, Thursday, March 5th
MISSIOnaIy Lcasuc Esther & Naomi Guild— 9:30 a.m. at FELC Hostess — Julie Carstens
Topic—Rosemary Steffen
-||| Sarah Guild—6:30 pm Hostesses— Sherry Kaiser & Karen Buchholz

Topic—Julie Riessen

|| Lydia Guild—Sunday, March 8th at 9:30 a.m.
LYYML '

Lydia: Assemble Baby Care Kits
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I Church Council Minutes
MarCh’ 2026 I Thursday, February 19 2026

Members present: Leonard Langner, Jon Stricker, Libby Stricker, Dan Knaak, Doug Kading, Paul Salton, Corey Langner,
Amber Christianson, Pastor Kaldahl, and Karen Hargens.
Pastor Kaldahl opened with devotions.

L. Langner called the meeting to order at 7:06 p.m.

L. Langner added to the agenda under new business: #4, disposition of the white bus; and #5, Protect My Ministry background
checks.

P. Salton made a motion to approve the agenda as amended, D. Knaak seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Secretary’s report — The minutes from January 2026 were reviewed. A. Christianson made a motion to approve the
secretary’s report. D. Kading seconded the motion. Motion carried.

Treasurer’s report — Libby Stricker

After review of the treasurer’s report, C. Langner made a motion to approve the treasurer’s report, P. Salton seconded the
motion. Motion carried.

Approve bills — no bills

IGLLS — Leonard Langner

Present prospective enrollment for 2026-2027 school year is sitting at about 143 students. The goal is 160-165 students.

March 26" will be the science fair, along with a pasta supper.

Work has begun on the application for National Lutheran School accreditation. The format has changed so Principal Popp

is working to accommodate that change.

e Leonard spoke about the visit to Christ the King and about some of the possibilities for the building, i.e., possible use of the
kitchen to prepare meals for IGLLS, possible day care space, possible high school classrooms. There is an upcoming
meeting between services at 9:15 a.m. on March 1, 2026, to gather congregational input.

New Horizons — Doug Kading advised there was no report.

Board of Elders — Paul Salton

e Call Committee — Wendy Rees will be added to Call Committee. Call Committee will meet the first week of March to
examine Congregational Surveys.

e Sound System — We have a back-up for the current sound processor. Kelly Hartmann is sending some documents to an
engineer at lowa Sound and Visual who will examine them before coming for a consultation.

e Letters to Elders’ Care Areas mailed Friday, February 13th. Elders bulletin board was discussed, and pictures were taken
after meeting.

e The Lenten meal on March 25th and the Unity Sunday potluck on March 29th was discussed. The Elders filled out the
Congregational Profile.

Board of Trustees — Jon Stricker

e The trustees have started to create a list of jobs congregation members can help with.

e Trevor has replaced all the belts on the air handlers.

e Discussion on board orientation training on 2/9/26.

e One of the refrigerators is having issues and might need to be replaced. The school might look in to getting a commercial

refrigerator in the future.

Hopefully dirt work and landscaping will be done by the school around the new addition in the spring.

¢ In the spring, dirt work will be done along the foundation under the stained-glass windows, seal the foundation better, and
add more dirt to create more slope away from the building.

Preschool Board — Corey Langner

e We have 25 3-year-olds and 35 4-year-olds currently enrolled for preschool. Of the 4-year- olds, 17 are in the %2 day class
and 18 are in the full day class.

e For next year we currently have 18 3-year-olds and 16 4-year-olds. Registration will be open to the public on Friday,
Feb. 27th. Expecting some more registrations from current families before that time also.
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March, 2026

We will be having a booth at FamilyFest again this year.

Celebration Sunday for the preschool will be March 8th. We will also celebrate Ruth’s 25 years of service to the preschool.
Ruth has announced her retirement this summer from her job with the preschool. We will be advertising and looking for a
replacement for Ruth over the next few months with the hope that we can find someone before the end of the school year.
We will be working on job descriptions for preschool employees over the next few months. Specifically, we will start with Ruth
and Tammi’s jobs.

Research is being done on our endowment funds to review how the distribution of funds is conducted for the preschool
endowment.

Board of Education — Amber Christianson

Sunday School will be wrapping up on May 17"". No Sunday School on May 24"

Summer Sunday School will be taught by Torie Abel and Julie Chalstrom. Materials are being reviewed to find lessons that
are geared more toward the younger children.

VBS 2026 will be directed by Julie Chalstrom again. Materials have been ordered and planning has begun.

GIFT 2026-2027 planning has begun by the Board of Education. The schedule is being reviewed, and potential directors are
being discussed.

Some Sunday School rooms need to be decluttered, with potential for some classes being moved to other rooms.

Board of Youth — submitted by Janet ledema

February 22 - ALL YOUTH Activity will now be ice skating (No snow for Horseshoe Bend). Meet at FELC to carpool to Lakes
Area Ice Arena. Admission $9, plus extra money for concessions. Family funds may be used for this event.

Starting Wednesdays, February 25-March 25, LYF youth are invited to participate in choir from 7:00-7:30 during the Lenten
season. LYF will move times to 7:30-8:45.

Sign up to provide Lenten meal on Weds., March 4. Serving chili, chicken noodle soup, hot ham & cheese sandwiches,
veggies & cookies

Board will continue to ask youth to help with kitchen duty on the Sundays they usher.

Apologetics study guide & workbooks have been ordered and will start this Weds., February 18 during LYF.

Youth will be serving Easter breakfast Sunday, April 5. This is an annual fundraiser for our youth.

Pastoral items — Pastor has been busy with new member classes, GIFT, confirmation, and his many other responsibilities.
Board of Christian Life/Qutreach — Doug Kading

The recent Friends and Family event had 20 people attend. There will be another event on March 15 if schedules allow.
Items will be collected for Orphan Grain Train April 12-April 26, 2026. There will be a list published so everyone knows what
items are needed.

There was some discussion about the Flagfest float. It would be nice to have the preschool float in line next to the IGLLS
float. Also, it was requested to list the church’s name on the float banner.

November 8, 2026, there will be a Veterans acknowledgement between services with cake and coffee.

Tuesday, April 21, 2026, from 2-4 p.m. there will be a Senior Fun and Fellowship time.

The board has asked to have a fundraising chart displayed to show the progress of funds raised for a new chiller.

Old Business:

1.Board orientation review — There was a small group that attended and reviewed job descriptions. It is encouraged that board

chairmen review the job descriptions with their respective boards.

2.Sound system processor — Please see the elders report for this information.

New Business:

1.
2.
3.

4.
5.

Council reviewed the Congregational Profile and added a few items.
CTK asset distribution discussion — See IGLLS report above.

Delegate to circuit meeting for synodical convention — Dan Knaak has agreed to be the delegate if approved by the
congregation at the informational meeting on March 1, 2026 at 9:15 a.m.

Gustoff’'s has offered $350 for the old bus. Council approved and Trevor will deliver it.

IDW is recommending background checks for those working with the youth. Council agreed that this is important. IDW will
help with the cost of the software needed. More information to follow.

Next meeting is scheduled for March 19, 2026 at 7:00 p.m.
Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m.
Respectfully submitted, Karen Hargens
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THOSE WHO SERVE — March, 2026

8:00 A.M.
Services

Elder

Acolyte
Organist
Ushers

Altar Guild

Builder
Presenter

Sound Bd

Livestream

10:45 A.M.
Services

Elder

Acolyte
Organist

Ushers

Presenter

Livestream

Amber Christianson  Corey Langner

Palm / Unity Sunday

10:00 a.m. Service
Mar. 1 Mar. 8 Mar. 15 Mar.22  Mar.29
Gaylin Fey Jeff Chalstrom Gaylin Fey Tom Roti Jeff Chalstrom
Mark Rees Mark Rees Tom Rot
Skye Glackin -~ Cade Chalstrom ~ Cade Chalstrom Hannah Stickrod H. Frankenstein
Kristin Kaldahl  Kristin Kaldahl ~ Kristin Kaldahl  Kristin Kaldahl ~ Kristin Kaldahl
#7M. Morfitt ~ #9K Chalstrom ~ #1LYF #3T.Roti #6J. Hargens
Deb Claus & Pam Polson —— Karen Wee & Carol Gilbertson

Kelly Hartmann  Ranae Kehoe Amber Christianson

Matt Ruden
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Bob Cody Lori Gamble Dan Knaak Dan Knaak  Bob Cody
Dan Knaak Bruce Gamble ~ AbbeyRuden  Kelly Hartmann ~ Abbey Ruden
AlexHalverson  Matt Ruden MattRuden ~ Alex Halverson  Matt Ruden
9.
Preschool @ @'
o YRS
Mar. 1 Mar. 8 Mar. 15 Mar. 22
Paul Salton Jerry Enderton  Travis Haman Jerry Enderton
Cole Brenden Paul Salton
Mia Fuhrman ~ Eli Norgaard Cannon Caven Hana Loehr
Kristin Kaldahl  Kristin Kaldahl ~ Kristin Kaldahl Kristin Kaldahl
#2P. Saton  #2P. Salton #4J. Enderton #4.J. Enderton
Jerry Enderton ~ Michael Schauer ~ Charlie Peterson ~ Michael Schauer

Mid-Lent Services
Wednesdays 6:00 pm
4th 11th
Elder C.Brenden  P. Salton
Acolyte  H. Loghr R. Homby
Ushers #7M. Morfitt #9K Chalstrom
Builder A. Christianson  C. Langner
Presenter L. Gamble  S.Hallgren
Livestream: M.Ruden  J. Bieber
A Guild:  Deb&Pam  Deb &Pam
18th 25th
Elder M. Rees J. Enderton
Acolyte  S.Glackn K Koenecke
Ushers #1LYF #3T. Rot
Builder K. Hartmann R, Kehoe
Presenter  J.Enderton  S.Hallgren
Livestream: M.Ruden  A.Halverson
Guild: Karen W & Carol Karen W&
Carol

[,,?" T’e X
¢
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 2nd Sunday of Lent 2 3 4 6:30 Men’s Bible Study 510:30 Preschool Fire Drill | 6 I
500 DWie Worstipw/ Communion | 7> D3t Dl Sl N Pastor’sDay Of
9:00 FeIIowsh!p w/ cqffee & donuts 7.0 League Vlleybalk 1930 Preschool Staff Devoions | 7-00 Spirit Lifters N
9:13-Noon Chidcare in the Nursery Gym o 2:00 Warship Senvice on SMU 0:30 Esther & Naomi Guilds Set Your C{ocks
9:30 Sunday School / Bible Class 8:00 pm Worship Service | 3:45 GIFT Grades 1-6 at FELC ahead tonight.
10:45 Divine Worship w/ Communion on SMU 6:00 Lenten Il Worship Daylight Savings
200 8t. Luke Annual Meeting , Meal to follow by Bd Youth (Soup, | 6:30 Sarah Guild at FELC Time Begins in
500 Langner's Home Bble Stugy | 0. eschool Board ot Cese St fhe moming,
00 Choir

7:15 Confirmation Class

T30-845LYF
8 3rd Sunday of Lent 9 10 11 6:30 Men's Bible Study 12 13 Pastor's Day Off | 14
Preschool Celebration Sunday 8:201GLLS Chapel
8:00 Divine Worship 8:30 Finance BD 7:00 Spirit Lifters
9:00 Omelet Breakfast-PS Board L 9:30 Ladies Bible Study-Conf.Rm | 9:45 Preschool Chapel
9:15 Lydia Guild d | 7:00 Board of Education ?143(%?2%?30 Iog;%elMeeting
9:15-Noon Childcare in the Nursery O i 1:00 Elders
No Sunday School / Bible Class  y,cu sty Ze 7:00 Board of Trustees ggg E|F1T|\(3mvvde§n1'-6
10:45 Preschool Celebration Sewvice 0 é? o =N
5:00 Langner’s Home Bible Study 8:00 pm Worship Service | - ,
500-700LYFLYF Prayr, Prase, on SHU L Mg s
Pickleball & Pizza - Gym 845 Confimation Parent Meefng
15 4th Sunday of Lent 16 17 18 630MersBesuyy | 19 2 21
8:00 Divine Worship w/ Communion M * 8:30 Finance BD 7:00 Spirit Lifers Pastor’s Day Off
9:00 Fellowship w/ coffee & donuts 2:00 Worship Senvice on SMU
9:15-Noon Childcare in the Nursery I.UG KY 9:30 Ladies Bible Study-Conf. Rm
9:30 Sunday School 5.008d. of Youth yusl | NoGIFT —Spring Break 5:15 Bd of CLICO
930 Bible Class 6:00 Lent V Worship — Meal by 7:00 Church Council
10:45 Divine Worship w/ Communion BLESSED % Chr;'/rBS (Gl Pork Lon)
2:00-4:00 Friends & Fun Fellowship & , : : :
5:00 Langner's Home Bible Study z

| No School—Preschool & IGLLS March 16-20 Spring Break |
22 5th Sunday of Lent 23 No School 24 25 6:30 Men’s Bible Study 26 7:00am SpiitLifers | 27 Pastor's Day Off | 28
8:00 Divine Worship Preschool / IGLLS Parish News Due 8:201GLLS Chapel
9:00 Fellowship w coffee & donuts 8:30 Finance BD MW 35 Preschool | 10:00-Noon
9:15-Noon Childcare in the Nursery 9530 Ladies Bible Study-Conf. Rm | 9:45 Preschool Chapel Make-up Day Bridal Shower
9:30 Sunday School / Bible Cless 9:45 Preschool Chape! Courtney Kramer
10:45 Divine Worship 200 Worship Senvice on SWU —Fellowship Hall
5:00 Langner's Home Bible Study 343 GIFT Graduaton Night Pizza 590-730 1GLLS
o 6:00 Lent VI Worship— Meal by
B00pm Worship Seve | gy e otk Patie) Education Fai &
on SMU 700 Choir Pasta Night

7:15 Confirmaton Class

T:30-845LYF
29 Palm Sunday/Unity Sunday | 30 31
8:30 Fellowship 9:00-11:30 Childcare
9:00 Sunday School & Bible Class 800 om Worshio Sewi
10:00 Divine Worship w/ Communion oh Sr%] e

11:30 Congregational Potluck Dinner
5:00 Langner's Home Bible Study




___________________________

§March, 2026

~
©

®

Rob Gilbertson
Dan Claus

Tay Lo

Olivia Scott
Carson Wempe
Caleb Mackey
Shanna Erdmann
Harper Klein
Claire Koenecke
Lynn Huffman
Aspen Gonzalez
Zachary Nolin
Bryce Kourakis
Grant Langner
Beth Frankenstein
Marissa Salton

March 1
Leonard & Marlena Langner

March 10
Michael & Sarah Popp

‘ L 4

‘,/
' e

14"  Sarah Popp
Gabirielle Sierck
15" Gregg Bohl
Sheila Salton
16" Alex Halverson
Linda Kladstrup
Connor Obermeier
17" Maggie Gould
18"  Ken Gonnerman
19" Barb Muetzel
Bill Raska, Sr.
20"  Jade Frankenstein
Porter llig

Vanessa Klein

Happy Anniversary

Love bears all things, believes all things,
hopes all things, endures all things

(Corinthians 4

March 11
Trevor & Melissa Loehr
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21" Braxton llig
Paul Salton
Susan Stoffel

23" Terry Dilocker

24™  Nya Lo

25" Alex LoVan

26"  Jackson Bergstadt
Korbin Johnson
Sara McCarty

27" Hope Mackey

28"  Clark Abel
Aubrey Rees

29"  Karen Adams
Curt Johnson

30"  Joni Stein

31" Skye Glackin

March 16

Mike & Melissa Weber

March 17
Jeff & Julie Chalstrom
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